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towards Polish migrants have become more hostile, with media and 
public discourses framing them as competitors for jobs and resources. 
She found that in this context Poles have been increasingly subject to 
racist abuse both before and after the EU referendum. Finally, Carl 
et al ( 2018 ) looked at diff erences in social attitudes expressed by the 
electorate (remain versus leave) towards immigration to unpack why 
there had been an increase in hostility towards migrants.  Figure 10.3  
shows a stark diff erence between leave and remain voters, with 61% of 
remain voters stating they would continue to allow ‘some’ or ‘many’ 
migrants move to the UK, compared to only 25% of leave voters. The 
study also sought to analyse if there existed an implicit preference that 
discriminated between diff erent groups of white migrants and thus 
uncovered why some new white migrants faced increasing incidents 
of discrimination compared to other groups. The results uncovered 
a preference towards migrants from Australia compared to migrants 
from Poland or Romania. This confi rmed the existence of an implicit 
hierarchy of whiteness whereby Commonwealth migrants and migrants 
from Western European countries are viewed more favourably and thus 

 Figure 10.3:      Ethnic hierarchy of immigration preferences by leave /  
remain: percentage that would allow some /  many migrants move to the UK  
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 Source: See Carl et al cited in Blinder and Richards ( 2018 ). 
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