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population. As Levin ( 2018 ) explains, ethnic minority audiences are 
more likely to watch television shows that depict ethnically diverse casts. 
The following section examines the question of cultural representation.   

  Cultural representation 

 As stated, cultural representations matter because they infl uence 
how we see and understand ourselves and the world, and how social 
understandings are formed. Cultural representation is, therefore, a 
powerful social force that shapes civil society, its politics and discourses. 
This is especially pertinent when it comes to race and ethnicity 
because of the history of cultural representations of racial and ethnic 
populations that have depended on racialised tropes and stereotypes. 
Thus, questions of cultural representation go beyond numbers and the 
proportion of ethnic minority people represented on- screen in fi lm 
and TV or non- white characters in books for example. It is important 
to examine how ethnic minority characters are represented. The Riz 
Test ( www.riztest.com ), for example, is an intervention that seeks to 
dismantle well- rehearsed stereotypes and ideologies underpinning 

 Figure 8.5:      Ethnic minority audience of the BBC, 2016– 17  

BBC TV SERVICES BBC RADIO SERVICES BBC ONLINE SERVICES

ETHNIC MINORTIY ALL AUDIENCES (AGED 16 AND OVER)

82%

72%
65%

46%
51%

60%

 Source: Internal BBC data, 2016– 17. 
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