
Ethnicity, Race and Inequality in the UK

162

ethnic group; ethnicity wasn’t known for the further 6% of homeless 
households. This is concerning given that 80% of the population are 
White British:  ethnic minority households are over- represented as 
statutory homeless in Britain. Indeed, Bramley and Fizpatrick ( 2018 ) 
fi nd that a person’s ethnicity is one of the key characteristics (alongside 
poverty, local labour market variations and gender) that increase the 
likelihood of experiencing homelessness. Crucially, while ethnic 
minority households are over- represented among those who are 

 Figure 7.2:      Percentage of households (household reference persons), by ethnic 
group, in under- occupied, required size and overcrowded accommodation, and 
change between 2001 and 2011 Censuses (England and Wales)  
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EACH OF THE VALUES NESTED IN THE
COLUMNS SHOWS THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE
BETWEEN THE 2001 AND 2011 CENSUSES

   Note: Reproduction of Finney and Harries ( 2015 ) analysis that is ordered by decreasing per cent of 
overcrowding. Figures overlain on each section of the bars show the absolute per cent change in 
proportion of the ethnic group in the category of overcrowding between 2001 and 2011.   
 Source: 2011 and 2001 censuses for England and Wales –  per cent of each ethnic group (household 
reference persons). 
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