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population’. Boliver ( 2016 ) argues that more research, particularly 
qualitative research, is needed into admissions selectors’ decision 
making to ascertain the exact mechanisms underpinning this form 
of ethnic inequality.  

  Attainment 

 As well as diff erences in university type, and degree programme, there 
are also stark diff erences in degree attainment by ethnicity, and in 
particular by diff erences in ‘good degrees’ (that is fi rst or upper second 
classifi cations) (Richardson, 2018). The diff erence in the percentage of 
students who receive a ‘good’ degree classifi cation compared to their 
white counterparts is known as the ‘attainment gap’. This gap is found 
across ethnic minority groups    

 There is, however, a clear diff erence in the ethnic attainment gap 
between Russell Group and post- 1992/ New institutions, and across 
degree subjects (Richardson, 2018).  Figure 5.10  shows that all ethnic 
minority groups’ students who attend Russell Group universities 
achieve a higher proportion of good degrees than those who attend 
New Universities.  Figure 5.9  also shows the most notable attainment 
gap within a specifi c ethnic minority group and between institution 
type is for Black African followed by Black Caribbean groups. 
For example, 77.82% of Black students who attend Russell Group 
universities achieve a good degree compared to 66.33% of Black 
students who attend New Universities in Britain; a percentage point 

 Figure 5.9:      Ethnic composition of UK- domiciled higher education student 
enrolment by university type (Russell Group versus New University) and ethnicity  
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 Source: HESA data for 2016/ 17 ( 2018 ). 
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