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  Further education 

 One option for students after Key Stage 5 is to enter into vocational 
training to learn a specific skill or trade. In April 2017, the 
apprenticeship levy was introduced across the UK, and required all 
UK employers with a pay bill over £3 million per year to pay the 
levy, to be spent on training and assessment (Powell,  2019 ). Further 
education provides a pathway to train in many vocational subjects. Data 
from the Department for Education (2018b) suggest that in 2016/ 17, 
11.2% of those starting an apprenticeship were from an ethnic minority 
background, which is below their share of the population.    

 Even though the number of apprenticeships has increased since 
2008, this increase has not been refl ected in a parallel increase in the 
numbers of ethnic minority people who have started apprenticeships 
(Frumkin and Koustsoubou,  2013 ). Crucially,  Figure 5.8  shows that 
only 10.6% of apprentices were from an ethnic minority background, 
which is below the 13% share of the population of England and Wales 
in the 2011 Census. However, the data from the Department for 
Education (2018b) show that the percentage of ethnic minority people 
who start apprenticeships has increased from 5.3% in 2002/ 03 to 11.2% 

 Figure 5.8:      Ethnic composition of apprenticeships from 2002/ 03 to 2017/ 18, 
England and Wales  
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 Source: Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA). 
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