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 As noted earlier, the exclusion of ethnic minority pupils in schools 
has been a long- standing issue of concern, particularly with Black 
Caribbean communities (Mac an Ghaill,  1988 ; Gillborn et al,  2017 ; 
Richardson, 2018). These trends have been exacerbated in recent 
decades by the marketisation, increased selectivity and target pressures 
across the school system. Gordon ( 2001 ) suggests exclusions from state 
educational institutions have been on the rise since the early 1990s, 
with BME students showing a greater than average rate of exclusion 
(both temporary and permanent) compared to White British pupils 
(Bhopal,  2018 ; Gillborn and Demack,  2018 ). The pattern of Black 
exclusions appears consistent from Early Year Foundation Stage (ages 4 
and 5) through to Key Stage 4 (ages 15 and 16). However, it seems the 
issue is more pronounced during the fi nal three years of compulsory 
secondary education, when students are due to sit their GCSE exams 
(Gillborn and Demack,  2018 ), raising concerns around ‘off - rolling’. 
 Figure  5.6 , using the data from Gov.uk ( 2018b ), shows the Irish 

 Figure 5.6:      Ethnic composition of state school exclusions in England  
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   Note: The data for the Chinese group have been removed because the cell count was too small and 
therefore removed to protect the anonymity of the pupil/ pupils.   
 Source: RDA 2016/ 17. 
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