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Scottish Statistics (2017b), for example, suggest 85% of pupils were 
White Scottish or White Other British (including White Welsh and 
Northern Irish), with the largest ethnic minority groups being the 
White Other (5%), Asian Pakistani (2%) and Mixed (1%) groups. 
Moreover, the statistics also indicated that the Gypsy and Traveller pupils 
had increased by 52% from 737 in 2011 to 1,121 in 2017. Meanwhile, in 
Wales, the 2011 Census suggests that the ethnic minorities’ population 
now makes up 4% of the Welsh population, with the student population 
showing 91% of pupils are recorded as White British in 2015 and the 
other 9% comprised of over 100 ethnic groups (Lewis and Starkey, 
 2015 ). In Northern Ireland, the share of the ethnic minority population 
is relatively small compared to England, although the country has 

 Figure 5.1:      School population (England) and 2011 Census of population (England) 
by ethnicity  
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 Source: School attendance and absence, Race Disparity Audit (Gov.uk, 2017b). 
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