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combat that’ (Quinn,  2019 : 1). However, this explanation serves to 
maintain the racialisation of this kind of crime, detaching the factors 
that contribute to violent crime from the Home Counties. Whittaker 
and Densley ( 2019 ) explain that poverty is the key reason why many 
young people in these areas participate in crime that stretches from the 
urban centres such as London. This has been amplifi ed by the broader 
eff ects of austerity, which have reduced youth centres and the funding 
for youth activities.  

  Joint enterprise, racialisation and custodial sentences 

 The proportion of people of diff erent ethnicities prosecuted and then 
convicted of a crime provides one measure of ethnic inequalities in 
convictions administered by the justice system.  Figure 3.10  shows 
that between 2009 and 2017 there has been an increase in the 

 Figure 3.10:      Conviction ratios of offenders in England and Wales by ethnicity, 
between 2009 and 2017  
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 Source: Courts and Tribunal Judiciary ( 2018 ). 
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