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(Youth Justice Board,  2018 ). The data also show an increase in the 
percentage of Asian and Other/ Mixed groups in the youth CJS, although 
not as pronounced as for the Black ethnic group ( Figure 3.8 ), whose 
school- age population (under- 18) amounted to a 4.6% share of the total 
school- age population and indicated their large over- representation.     

  Ethnic minorities and custody    

 The data show that the percentage of people by ethnicity in custody in 
England and Wales has remained relatively constant between 2009 and 
2017 across all groups ( Figure 3.9 ). No similar data have been made 
available for ethnic minorities in custody in Scotland or Northern 
Ireland.  Figure 3.9  suggests the percentage of people in custody across 
the White and Asian ethnic groups rose slightly between 2009 and 
2016, with 78% in 2009 to 79% in 2017 for White groups; 6% in 
2009 to 7% in 2017 for the Asian group. The results show the under- 
representation of the White group’s share of the population (85.1%) 
compared to an under- representation of the Asian group’s share of the 
population (0.8% Bangladeshi, 3% Indian, 2% Pakistani and 1.7% Asian 
Other). The percentage of people in custody for the Black and Mixed 
group remained constant between 2009 and 2017, with 3% in 2009 

 Figure 3.9:      Percentage of adults in custody in England and Wales by their 
ethnicity over time, between 2009 and 2017  
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 Source: Race Disparity Audit (Gov.uk, 2017b). 
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