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the future make- up of adult off ender populations and the continued 
intergenerational damage that can be done to families who endure 
encounters with the police, the CJS and the youth justice system in 
Britain. Ethnic minorities in Youth Off ender Institutions constitute 
44% of the population who are incarcerated. As such, they present ‘an 
ever- ready cohort to transition to the adult estate when they become 
21 years of age’ (Williams and Clarke,  2018 ). 

 Data show two patterns among young people who receive cautions 
in the youth justice system when their ethnicity is taken into 
consideration. First, the rate of cautions of white young people has 
declined from 89.7% of all cautions in 2005/ 06 to 82.8% in 2017/ 18 
( Figure 3.7 ). Second, the proportion of cautions of ethnic minority 
youths has increased; for example, the percentage of black young people 
cautioned has increased from 5.9% of all young people cautioned in 
2005/ 06 to 11.4% in 2017/ 18. Furthermore, the percentage of Asian 
young people cautioned has increased from 3.6% of all young people 
cautioned in 2005/ 06 to 4.9% in 2017/ 18. Finally, the percentage 
of Other ethnic group has increased from 0.8% of all young people 
cautioned in 2005/ 06 to 0.9% in 2017/ 18. Thus the current ethnic 
minority youth cohort is experienced a worsening situation over time.    

 Figure 3.7:      Percentage of youth cautions by ethnic group, England and Wales, 
2005/ 06– 2017/ 18  
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 Source: Race Disparity Audit (Gov.uk,  2017 ). 
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