
Ethnicity, Race and Inequality in the UK

62

strikingly low number of convictions following arrest in the data since 
September 2001 (695 convictions out of 3,753 arrests, or 19%). 

 The link between these incidents and the data in  Figure 3.6  is at best 
an extremely tentative one. Nevertheless, the wider point here is to 
shift the conversation away from the often- heard debate about ‘Islamic 
extremism’ in the post- September 2001 climate to prompt questions 
about the form and consistency of contemporary extremism(s) in 
Britain and how government, policing and the wider CJS might 
respond to it in future.  

  Young people in the youth justice system (under- 18s) 

 The Lammy review ( 2017 : 4) noted that its ‘biggest concern is with 
the youth justice system’, despite claims that it is ‘regarded as one of 
the success stories of the criminal justice system’ because of the overall 
reduced rates of off ending, re- off ending and custody. These positive 
representations do not translate directly to ethnic minority youth 
experiences in the youth justice system, as is seen later in this chapter. 
The current youth cohort also represents an important indicator of 

 Figure 3.6:      Percentage of arrests for terrorism- related offences between 2001 
and 2017, by ethnic group  

60

OTHER

BLACK

NOT
KNOWN

WHITE

ASIAN

2002
2003

2004
2005

2006
2007

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012
2013

2014
2015

2016
2017

YEAR TO MARCH

0

10

20

30

40

50
PE

R
 C

EN
T

 Source: Table A.11 –  ‘Statistics on the operation of police powers under the Terrorism Act in England and 
Wales 2000 and subsequent legislation’. 
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