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the legal profession (where the ethnicity was known) white judges 
made up the highest percentage of both court and tribunal judges 
(93.2% and 89.4%). Meanwhile, judges from an Asian background 
made up the second highest percentage of court judges (3.1% of 
court and 4.8% of tribunal judges). Nevertheless, these statistics still 
represented an under- representation of their employment in these 
roles in the CJS compared to the pan- Asian group’s share of the 
population (6.8%). Moreover, the data also show that 16.7% of non- 
legal tribunal members came from an ethnic minority background, 
which indicated an increase of approximately 0.4 percentage points 
since 2017 (Courts and Tribunal Judiciary,  2018 ). 

 Furthermore, among prison offi  cers the 2018 data show that just 
over 94% of prison offi  cers in England and Wales (where the ethnicity 
was known) came from an ethnic White background. Such statistics 
suggest an over- representation of the White group in relation to its 
share of the total population (86%). Comparing the demography of 
prison offi  cers between 2015 and 2018, the percentage of prison 
offi  cers from a Black ethnic background increased, from 2.3% to 2.7%. 
Equivalent data are not available to make a comparative analysis on 
the ethnic composition of the workforce across the police, court and 
tribunal judges, and prison offi  cers in Scotland and Northern Ireland.  

 Figure 3.1:      The ethnicity of police offi cers in the police force in England and 
Wales, 2017  
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 Source: Home Offi ce (2018b).  
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