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a longitudinal study which replaced the British Household Panel. 
Data include a representative sample of UK residents as well as an 
Ethnic Minority Boost sample which enables researchers to study 
ethnic minorities in more detail without losing statistical power due 
to small case numbers. 

 First, Kulu and Hannemann ( 2016 ) found large fertility variations 
across ethnic minority groups. Fertility is measured as total fertility 
rate (the total expected number of children per women) and ethnic 
groups are constructed on the basis of country of birth rather than 
self- identifi ed ethnic group. Immigrants from European and other 
Western countries showed very similar fertility to the British (defi ned 
here as individuals born in the UK, with both parents also born in the 
UK). They observed higher fertility for individuals born in India and 
the Caribbean and much larger fertility values for individuals born in 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. Especially the latter was found to be mostly 
due to higher propensities to have a third and a fourth child as well 
as experiencing an earlier start of family formation processes, and the 
more universal pattern of marriage and motherhood among women 
in those migrant groups (Hannemann and Kulu, 2015). 

 Figure 1.5:      Total fertility rate by migrant group, 1989– 2008  
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 Source: Kulu and Hannemann ( 2016 ) based on data from Understanding Society. 
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