
The demography of ethnic minorities in Britain

23

 While in the Scottish census individuals have a wide range of ‘white’ 
categories to choose from, inhabitants in Northern Ireland can only 
identify as White or Irish Traveller in their census. In both regions, 
the combined White group accounts for 96% (Scotland) and 98.3% 
(Northern Ireland), which is much higher than in England (86%) but 
comparable with Wales (93%). The largest ethnic minority groups 
in Scotland, after Other British and Other White, are Polish (1.2%), 
Irish (1.0%) and Pakistani (0.9%). In Northern Ireland, the largest 
ethnic minority groups are Chinese, Indian and Other Asian, with 
each making up 0.3% of the population. As the ethnic minority 

 Figure 1.2:      Ethnic minority groups in Scotland, 2011 Census  
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 Source: National Records of Scotland. 
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