
PRIMER Person Specification and Role Description
The Centre for Primary Care at the University of Manchester works in partnership with members of the public to ensure that the research we carry out is of the highest quality and relevant to the needs of the public.  PRIMER is a group of patients, carers, mental health service users and members of the public who are interested in research
We understand that some people who would like to join PRIMER may not have worked for a long time (if ever) and may be coping with physical, mental health or social problems.  If you are in this position, we will do our best to give you support to if you become a PRIMER member.
The sections below describe the qualities we are looking for in PRIMER members.  Please don’t be put off by this as we are just trying to describe as clearly as possible what being a PRIMER member involves.  If you would like to join but are unsure if you meet the description below, then please don’t hesitate to talk to us about it (contact details below).  If being a member of PRIMER is not right for you then there may be are other ways in which you can get involved with the work of the Department or the University and we would still like to hear from you!
Qualifications:
You do not need ANY formal qualifications to be a PRIMER member. 

We are looking for people who:
· do not work professionally in health and/or social care roles
· live in the North West of England  
· can communicate freely in English, as we cannot offer interpreters at present

Experience:
We are looking for people who have an interest in primary care research and health and social care services.   Primary care includes: GP practices, dentists, pharmacy, opticians. Health and social care services include: specialist hospital services for chronic conditions such as diabetes, specialist mental health services, social workers and occupational therapists.
People who have not had any contact with any of these services, but are willing to make contact with individuals and groups using these services, are encouraged to apply.

People who feel that they have been excluded from or who find it difficult to make contact with these services are also encouraged to apply.  
Personal qualities, skills and attitudes:
· PRIMER members should expect to attend meetings every 6-8 weeks. Hourly payments and transport costs will be covered.   If attending daytime meetings is not possible, then please contact us to discuss other options.
· PRIMER members are expected to give their point of view on research involving different parts of health and social care services.
· PRIMER members must be willing to listen to other people’s views and respect others’ opinions, even if they disagree with them.
· PRIMER members should be willing and prepared to learn or develop a range of skills. This might include learning about research, chairing meetings, and reviewing research.  Where appropriate, support will be provided for all PRIMER members to do this.

For more information please contact:
Peter.bower@manchester.ac.uk 
Centre for Primary Care and Health Services Research (CPCHSR)

The University of Manchester
Thank you to the Community Liaison Group who kindly allowed us to adapt their resource: http://www.psych-sci.manchester.ac.uk/public/clg/resources/ 
An online version of this document is available here. 

