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This learning resource is intended for members of the public and for students interested in early 
Christianity and the New Testament.  It uses the remarkable remains of Roman buildings at 
Pompeii to reconstruct the social world of early Christian communities. Peter Oakes is Professor 
of New Testament at the University of Manchester. These materials are based on his extensive 
research on Pompeii and early Christianity and the publications that have come out of it. 
Benedict Kent has a PhD in New Testament Studies from the University of Manchester. 

Feedback: These materials are available for free download. The one thing we ask is for users to 
consider providing feedback to help us understand how the resources are being used, how useful 
they are, and how they could be improved. Please follow the links at the bottom of our homepage 
to complete our short online questionnaire after using the resource. It’s even more valuable to us if 
you can complete both our ‘before’ and ‘after’ questionnaires. If materials have been used as part 
of a study group, we'd also welcome feedback from group leaders. 

Come again: We’re also interested in the benefits this material might have for users. If you’d like 
to return in the future and tell us about any effects the learning has had, we’d love to hear about it. 
Follow the relevant link at the bottom of our homepage to leave a comment. 

Additional resources: For a guide to Pompeii, downloadable maps and many further valuable 
resources about all the key sites in the region, visit the official Pompeii web-site, http://
pompeiisites.org/en/. For house summaries, visit AD79. For extensive photo collections of the 
houses, visit pompeiiinpictures.com. 
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Finding your way around 

- Map of Pompeii, by cmglee, MaxViol - House of the Vettii (Pompeii) location.svg, used under 
the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license (CC BY-SA 3.0); https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=35983881 

- Insula of the Menander (I.10), outside of house 1  © Jackie and Bob Dunn, 
www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; 
https://pompeiiinpictures.com/pompeiiinpictures/R1/1%2010%2001.htm 

- Portrait of a Roman woman by Marc Pascual from Pixabay; https://pixabay.com/photos/
portrait-roman-old-naples-pompeii-922764/ 

- P46 (1 Corinthians 2:3–2:11; 2:11–3:5) by Alastair Haines - University of Michigan, Public 
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4248177 

Making sense of Roman Pompeii 

- Vesuvius, by falco from Pixabay; https://pixabay.com/users/falco-81448/?utm_source=link-
attribution&amp;utm_medium=referral&amp;utm_campaign=image&amp;utm_content=259
3001 

- Population diagram by mcmurryjulie from Pixabay; https://pixabay.com/illustrations/rare-
disease-population-2888820/ 

- Amphitheatre at Pompeii (II.6) © Jackie and Bob Dunn www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su 
concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; https://pompeiiinpictures.com/
pompeiiinpictures/R2/2%2006%2000%20p4.htm 

- Temple of Apollo, Corinth by ComeHaveaPeace from Pixabay: https://pixabay.com/photos/
ancient-corinth-temple-ruins-greece-115766/ 
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- Map of the Insula of the Menander, adapted from Ling 1997, fig. 24 (drawn by S. Gibson, J. S. 
Gregory, R. J. Ling, D. Murdoch), with thanks to Roger Ling for permission to reproduce this 
plan 

Character cards 

- Roman male in toga by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay; https://pixabay.com/vectors/toga-
ancient-roman-clothing-cloak-146983/ 

- Roman females in togas by Clker-Free-Vector-Images from Pixabay; https://pixabay.com/
vectors/greek-people-woman-ancient-toga-37517/ 

- Roman male face with wreath by Clker-Free-Vector-Images from Pixabay; https://
pixabay.com/vectors/head-people-man-face-person-roman-40372/ 

- Sad Graeco-Roman woman by Clker-Free-Vector-Images from Pixabay; https://pixabay.com/
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- Roman man eating by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay; https://pixabay.com/vectors/roman-
man-eating-dining-history-146317/ 

- Question mark by Gordon Johnson from Pixabay; https://pixabay.com/vectors/cranium-head-
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A church in the elite house 

- The House of the Menander (I.10.4) entrance by daryl_mitchell from Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 
Canada - House of Menander Entrance, used under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share 
Alike 2.0 Generic license (CC BY-SA 2.0); https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=40681403 

- The House of the Menander (I.10.4) atrium by Carole Raddato from FRANKFURT, Germany, 
used under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic license (CC BY-SA 2.0); 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=37879428 
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Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 (CC BY-SA 4.0), https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=56968812 

- Roman triclinium by Museo de historia de Valencia - Museo de historia de Valencia, Public 
Domain; https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9073457 

- House of the Vetti (IV.15.1) by User: Mattes - Own work, Public Domain, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=11486479 

- The Anaploga Villa near Corinth © Leen Ritmeyer 

A church in the workshop 
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- The workshop at the Insula of the Menander (I.10.6), hearth © Jackie and Bob Dunn 
www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; 
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- The workshop at the Insula of the Menander (I.10.6), wall paintings © Jackie and Bob Dunn 
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- Workshop of Verus the blacksmith (I.6.3) facade © Jackie and Bob Dunn 
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A church in the cabinet-maker’s house 

- Casa del Fabbro, atrium (I.10.7) © Jackie and Bob Dunn www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su 
concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; https://pompeiiinpictures.com/
pompeiiinpictures/R1/1%2010%2007.htm 

- Casa del Fabbro, north portico (I.10.7) © Jackie and Bob Dunn www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su 
concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; https://pompeiiinpictures.com/
pompeiiinpictures/R1/1%2010%2007%20p5.htm 

- Casa del Fabbro, cubiculum (I.10.7) © Jackie and Bob Dunn www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su 
concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; https://pompeiiinpictures.com/
pompeiiinpictures/R1/1%2010%2007.htm 

Modelling a craftworker house church 

- Map of the house of the cabinet-maker, adapted from Ling 1997, fig. 24 (drawn by S. Gibson, J. 
S. Gregory, R. J. Ling, D. Murdoch), with thanks to Roger Ling for permission to reproduce this 
plan 

- Pompeian houses by cleprovost, from Pixabay; https://pixabay.com/users/
cleprovost-3881971/?utm_source=link-
attribution&amp;utm_medium=referral&amp;utm_campaign=image&amp;utm_content=268
8362 

A church in the bar 

- ‘Illustration of a painting of a drinking scene found at Pompeii’, in William Smith (ed.), 
Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, p. 258. Boston, 1849 by Internet Archive Book 
Images’ (https://www.flickr.com/photos/internetarchivebookimages/14759223346/Source 
book page: https://archive.org/stream/dictionaryofgree00smit_1/
dictionaryofgree00smit_1#page/n277/mode/1up, No restrictions); https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=43451832' 

- The bar at the Insula of the Menanda (I.10.2–3) © Jackie and Bob Dunn 
www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; 
https://pompeiiinpictures.com/pompeiiinpictures/R1/1%2010%2002.htm 

- The thermopolium of Lucius Vetutius Placidus (I.8.8) © Jackie and Bob Dunn 
www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; 
https://pompeiiinpictures.com/pompeiiinpictures/R1/1%2008%2008.htm 
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- The thermopolium of Asellini (IX.11.2) © Jackie and Bob Dunn www.pompeiiinpictures.com, 
Su concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; https://pompeiiinpictures.com/
pompeiiinpictures/R9/9%2011%2002.htm 

- Storage pots from the thermopolium of Sotericus © Jackie and Bob Dunn 
www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; 
https://pompeiiinpictures.com/pompeiiinpictures/R1/1%2012%2003%20p4.htm 

Worshipping the God of Israel 

- Temple of Isis, Pompeii by Following Hadrian - Flickr, used under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic (CC BY-SA 2.0); https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/
index.php?curid=37894283 

- Lararium, House of the Menander (I.10.4) © Jackie and Bob Dunn 
www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; 
https://pompeiiinpictures.com/pompeiiinpictures/R1/1%2010%2004%20main%20p1.htm  

- Street shrine on west side wall of (I.11.1) by Stanley A. Jashemski, used under Creative 
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial License v.4; © Jackie and Bob Dunn 
www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su concessione del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; 
https://pompeiiinpictures.com/pompeiiinpictures/R1/1%2011%2001.htm 

- Lares familiares (I.10.3) © Jackie and Bob Dunn, www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su concessione 
del MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; https://pompeiiinpictures.com/pompeiiinpictures/
R1/1%2010%2003.htm 

- Street shrine (II.4.7a) © Jackie and Bob Dunn, www.pompeiiinpictures.com, Su concessione del 
MiBAC - Parco Archeologico di Pompei; https://pompeiiinpictures.com/pompeiiinpictures/
Altars/Altar%2020407a.htm 
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