
Providing good feedback 
on written work 



Aims of providing feedback 

1. Facilitates the development of self assessment (reflection) in learning. 

2. Encourages teacher and peer dialogue around learning. 

3. Helps clarify what good performance is (goals, criteria, expected 

standards). 

4. Provides opportunities to close the gap between current and desired 

performance. 

5. Delivers high quality information to students about their learning. 

Taken from http://www-new2.heacademy.ac.uk/assets/documents/resources/resourcedatabase/id353_senlef_guide.pdf 
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Examples of good feedback 



It would be helpful to 
describe how GFR is 
regulated normally 

and thus what would 
happen if afferent & 

efferent arteriole 
resistance changes. 

Insert reference here 

nice summary of the 
treatment options 

open to DN patients 

This is a very dense page: some paragraph 
breaks &/or a diagram would help to break it 

up and make it easier  for the reader to 
follow. 

Example 1 



Why this is a good example…. 

- Comment provides specific detail on how to improve 

the highlighted sentence 

- Comment gives some positive feedback to the 

student 

- Examples of how to improve paragraph layout are 

provided 



they evolved BY natural 
selection because they 

favoured survival 

a complex molecule 
implies a complex 

structure or 
mechanism - this is 
not necessarily the 

case. 

?causes? 

how is it absorbed? 
diffusion? active 

transport? what sort 
of molecule is it? 

Example 2 



Why this is a good example… 

- comment states specifically what is wrong with the student’s     

opening sentence 

- comment provides an accurate alternative interpretation of 

words used by the student  

- comment poses questions which the student has not considered 
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