AUDIO LANGUAGE LABORATORIES

IN THE TAUGHT CLASSROOM

What are they for?

1. Listening tasks

a) Same material for whole class

· Copy the appropriate section from teacher ‘master’ tape to all student positions

· If appropriate, play under teacher control (play/pause/stop/rewind etc) to whole class listening through headphones/loud speaker while students complete tasks (oral questions/worksheets etc.)

· Hand control to students (play/pause/stop/rewind etc.) while they complete further tasks for themselves (eg. worksheets).  

· Take back teacher control and speak to whole group through microphone to end task.

· Achieves differentiation/recognition of learner differences in terms of speed of comprehension etc.

b) Different material for different students

· Create a student group by selecting positions from the console and copy appropriate section from teacher ‘master’ tape to this group.  Repeat with other groups and other sections from ‘master’ tape(s) as appropriate.
· Hand control to students (play/pause/stop/rewind etc.) to complete tasks set (eg. worksheets).
· Take back teacher control and speak to whole group through microphone to end task.
· Continue with small group/pair work to have students perform information gap activities or to relate the material they have listened to others who have heard different material – to stimulate a debate/perform role plays etc.  Could further exploit the laboratory as per 2. below.
2. Speaking tasks

a) Pairing
· Set up pairs on the console, where students are next to their paired partner.

· Set up information gap/role play oral activities for them to perform using the headphones and microphones, both partners recording their dialogue.

· ‘Spy’ on pairs by selecting a student position to listen to.  Allows you to glean information to provide feedback on performance without invading their personal space as can happen in a traditional classroom.  

· Also allows you to interrupt them to provide targeted feedback through your microphone, which will not be heard by the rest of the class who are wearing their headphones and concentrating on their dialogues.

· Interrupt all student positions to stop the exercise.  

· Ask them to listen to the recording they have made for themselves and be auto-critical/provide feedback to each other on performance.

b) Random pairing
· Set random pairs from the console.  Pairs may therefore be sitting some way from each other.

· Set up role-play/information gap activity of relevance to telephone conversation.  Students will not initially know who the partner is and will have to introduce themselves.  If students can see their partner (and therefore body-language/gestures etc.) ask them to turn around to simulate telephone conditions.

· Continue as for 2a) above.

c) Monologue recording
· Ask students to perform a recording of their own voice (reading aloud from a script or their own work).  By giving students full control, they can overwrite/re-record under their own control.

· ‘Spy’ on them from the console to provide feedback on performance if appropriate, by selecting individual positions, listening through headphones and use of microphone.

· Select all positions and use microphone to end task.

· Ask students to listen back to own recording and be auto-critical.

d) Recording responses to taped questions/halves of dialogues
· Copy relevant section from teacher ‘master’ tape to student positions. Master tape can be from a course book or created by teacher/language assistants.  Tape should have questions or one side of a dialogue with gaps for responses.

· Hand control to students (play/pause/stop/rewind/record etc) who listen and record their responses/parts.

· ‘Spy’ on individuals from the master console and provide feedback if desired.

· Student responses will not overwrite the ‘master’ pre-recorded questions/half dialogues. This is because audio labs play bands A and B simultaneously in the same direction. Band A will contain the ‘master’ material copied from the teacher console.  Band B will contain the student recorded responses.

· Select all positions and use microphone to end task.

· Ask students to listen back to own performance and be auto-critical.

N.B.  Because audio-labs record student responses onto Band B, recordings made by students will not play back on a conventional cassette recorder.  This is because conventional cassette recorders play Band A from side 1 and Band B (in the opposite direction) from side 2.  Student recordings would therefore play backwards on side 2 only.
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