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Queer theory has reshaped the study of sexuality for more than fifteen years now. The interventions of scholars such as Judith Butler, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Judith Halberstam, Jonathan Dollimore, Lee Edelman and Jose Muñoz have queered debates about embodiment, desire, relationality, subjectivity, affect and representation in ways that have transformed our current understandings of cultural and political change. This Summer School will address current debates within queer studies, emphasising in particular its implication for the interdisciplinary study of culture. It will offer an opportunity for students to discuss queer debates with researchers in the Centre for the Study of Sexuality and Culture at the University of Manchester alongside attending events organised by the Queer up North International Festival 2008.
The Sexuality Summer School (SSS) is intended for postgraduates working in the area of sexuality. Both Doctoral and Master's level students are welcome to register (as are third year undergraduates interested in the MA in `Gender, Sexuality and Culture' in CSSC at the University of Manchester). 

http://www.alc.manchester.ac.uk/subjects/english/our-research/centres/cssc/sexuality-summer-school/
For any further enquiries contact the postgraduate assistant to the Summer School, Matthew Helmers, email: matthew.helmers@gmail.com 

Sexuality Summer School Schedule 

· Friday 9th May 4 - 5 pm: Welcome meeting with tea/coffee in the Foyer, Samuel Alexander Building (Lime Grove, Oxford Rd) School of Arts, Histories and Cultures. 

Queer Up North Events students should try and attend, include: 

· Sunday 11th May, ABode, Piccadilly, 11 am. 

'80 Years of the Well of Loneliness' 

Laura Doan (Manchester University) will introduce and chair a discussion of Radclyffe Hall's cult classic over breakfast of with author, Diana Souhami. 

· Sunday 11th May, Manchester Odeon (Printworks) 2.00 - 5.00 pm (NB time and venue change) 

`Bette Davis and Queer Audiences' 

Martin Shingler (University of Sunderland) will introduce queer readings of Bette Davis and lead a discussion following the screening of: 

Whatever Happened to Baby Jane (Robert Aldrich, 1962) 

· Sunday 11th May (8.40 pm) Cornerhouse Cinemas, Oxford Rd 

B. Ruby Rich introduces a screening of a classic of New Queer Cinema 

The Living End (Greg Araki, 1992) 

· Monday 12th May (6.30 pm) Cornerhouse Cinemas, Oxford Rd 

Queer Cinema: Past, Present and Future 

Jackie Stacey (RICC, University of Manchester) in conversation with 

Richard Dyer (Film Studies, King's College, London) and 

B. Ruby Rich (Community Studies, UC Santa Cruz, US) 

Martin Shingler has been writing and publishing work on Bette Davis for over twenty years. To celebrate Bette's centenary, Martin has spoken to numerous audiences about her films, including at the NFT in London and on Radio 4's Women's Hour. He is author of Melodrama: Genre, Style & Sensibility, with John Mercer (2004). 

Richard Dyer is one of the leading film scholars in debates about queer sexuality and the cinema. His publications include: The Culture of Queers (2002); Now You See It: Historical Studies in Lesbian and Gay Film (1990 and 2003); and Gays in Film (ed. 1977). 

B. Ruby Rich has written on cinema for numerous publications, including the Village Voice and Sight and Sound. She is author of Chick Flicks: Theories and Memories of the Feminist Film Movement (1998) and has been closely identified with a number of film movements, notably feminist film, Latin American cinema, independent film in the U.S. and Europe, and the recent phenomenon of the New Queer Cinema, a term she coined. 

Sexuality Summer School, May 2008 

Queering Culture: Syllabus and Reading List 

Tuesday 13th May 

9.00 - 10.30: Workshop 1: 

Queer Theory and After: Critics, Orientations and Epistemologies 

Required Reading: 

*Judith Butler, Chapter 8: `Critically Queer', in Bodies that Matter: On the Discursive Limits of `Sex' (Routledge, 1993), pp. 223-42, footnotes: pp. 281-4. 

*Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, `Queer and Now', in Tendencies (Routledge, 1994), pp. 1-20. 

Additional Reading: 

Teresa de Lauretis, `Queer Theory: Lesbian and Gay Sexualities: An Introduction', differences: A Journal of Feminist Cultural Studies 3.2 (1991): iii-xviii. 

10.45 - 11.45: Workshop 2: 

Specifying Queer Cultures: Temporality, Spatiality and Embodiment 

Required Reading: 

*Judith Halberstam, Chapter 1: `Queer Temporality and Postmodern Geographies', in In a Queer Time and Place: Transgender Bodies, Subcultural Lives (New York UP, 2005), pp. 1-21. 

*Gayatri Gopinath, Chapter 1: `Impossible Desires: An Introduction', in Impossible Desires: Queer Diaspora and South Asian Public Cultures (Duke UP, 2005), pp. 1-28. 

Additional Reading: 

Mandy Merck, Chapter 4: `The Queer Spirit of the Age', in In Your Face: Nine Sexual Studies (New York UP, 2000), pp. 71-85, footnotes pp. 212-14. 

11.45 - 1.15: Film Screening Far From Heaven (Todd Haynes, 2002) 

Lunch: 1.15 pm - 2.15 pm 

2.30-4.30: Workshop 3: Queering the Screen: from new queer cinema to queering the mainstream 

Required Reading: 

*Richard Dyer, Pastiche (Routledge, 2007), pp. 174-85. 

*B. Ruby Rich, `The New Queer Cinema', in Harry Benshoff and Sean Griffin (eds) Queer Cinema: The Film Reader (Routledge, 2004), pp. 53-59. 

Additional Reading: 

Richard Dyer, `Introduction', in The Culture of Queers (Routledge, 2002), pp. 1-14. 

Alexander Doty, `Introduction: What Makes Queerness Most?', and Chapter 1: `There's 

Something Queer Here', in Making Things Perfectly Queer: Interpreting Mass Culture (Minnesota UP, 1993), pp. xi-xix, 1-16. 

5.00-6.30 Screen Studies Lecture 

Professor Richard Dyer, Department of Film Studies, Kings College 

`Singing Prettily: Lena Horne in Hollywood' 

The Martin Harris Centre for Music and Drama

Room: John Casken lecture theatre 

Wednesday 14th May 

9.00 am - 1.00pm 

Research talks from the Centre for the Study of Sexuality and Culture: 

· Laura Doan: `Studying the history of sexuality' 

· Kaye Mitchell: `Lesbian pulp fiction' 

· Monica Pearl: `Visualising queer sexualities' 

· Jackie Stacey: `Queer clones on screen' 

1.00pm - 2.15 pm Lunch 

2.15 pm - 5.30 pm 

Postgraduate Research on Sexuality - theories, methods and new projects 

2.15 - 2.45pm 

Alpesh Patel, who is just finishing his PhD at Manchester University, will offer a short talk reflecting on how his conceptualisations of sexuality have developed during his doctoral research in the last 3 years. 

2.45 - 4.45 pm 

Summer School participants will then be invited to reflect upon their own research practices through an informal and brief presentation about their own MA/PhD work in small groups. Ideally, these presentations would include reflection upon the ideas discussed at the Summer School and the ways in which they relate to your postgraduate research. 

5.00 - 5.30 Feedback 

5.30 Close and drinks. 

Jackie Stacey, University of Manchester, 28th April, 2008. 


