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THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

Postgraduate Programme Specification


1. GENERAL INFORMATION
	1    Awarding Institution
	University of Manchester

	2    Teaching Institution

	University of Manchester

	3    Programme Accreditation
	None

	4    Final Award

	MA/PG Diploma

	5    Programme Title
	MA Human Rights (Standard)

MA Human Rights (Research)

	6    UCAS/Programme Code
	

	7    Relevant QAA subject benchmark

	None available

	8    Department/Faculty

	Politics Discipline Area, School of Social Sciences


2. AIMS OF THE PROGRAMME(S) (must include separate aims for PG Certificate and PG Diploma awards)

The programme aims to:
	01.

MA
Standard 
	· Provide an advanced, critical, inter-disciplinary and systematic understanding of human rights issues within a global context.

· Provide an analytical understanding of the location of human rights within debates in social science generally and the academic disciplines of international relations, political theory and/or international law specifically.

· Bring students towards the forefront of contemporary debates about human rights within the context of an active research environment.

· Provide research practice through a required dissertation linked to the programme and supervised by an active researcher.

· Develop students’ skills to become life-long learners who have independence of thought, self-awareness and the ability to apply their existing knowledge within a variety of contexts.

· Enable students to communicate their acquired knowledge and research findings to specialist and non-specialist audiences.

· To contribute to the national need for skilled researchers in human rights in particular and social sciences in general.



	02.
MA

Research
	As above but with the addition of

· Ensuring that students are immediately ready to proceed to developing and carrying through to completion a large scale Doctoral project of a high standard. 

	03.

PG Dip

EXIT ONLY
	· Provide an advanced, critical, inter-disciplinary and systematic understanding of human rights issues within a global context.

· Provide an analytical understanding of the location of human rights within debates in social science generally and the academic disciplines of international relations, political theory and/or international law specifically.

· Bring students towards the forefront of contemporary debates about human rights within the context of an active research environment.

· Develop students’ skills to become life-long learners who have independence of thought, self-awareness and the ability to apply their existing knowledge within a variety of contexts.

· Enable students to communicate their acquired knowledge and research findings to specialist and non-specialist audiences.

· To contribute to the national need for skilled researchers in human rights in particular and social sciences in general.




3. INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE PROGRAMME(S) (must include separate outcomes for PG Certificate and PG Diploma awards)

	A. Knowledge & Understanding
Students will (please delete as appropriate) be able to have knowledge and understanding of:

	A1.

 (S & R)
	major areas of advanced debate and research innovation in human rights in two of three key academic fields (international relations, political theory and international law) 

	A2.

 (S & R)
	human rights as set of concepts, issues and practices that traverse the academic disciplines of international relations, political theory, international law, and other cognate fields such as international political economy and political development.

	A3.

 (S & R)
	The principles of research design and strategy including the formulation of feasible and meaningful research questions relevant to human rights

	A4.

(R)
	Research training as approved by ESRC.  Philosophy of Politics Research, Qualitative and Quantitative Methods.



	Learning & Teaching Processes (to allow students to achieve intended learning outcomes)
	
	Assessment (of intended learning outcomes)

	Political Science Pathway rival accounts of the basic structure and justification of rights within moral philosophy and jurisprudence
And Ethics in World Politics as a foundation for the inclusion of human rights commitments within international political practice

And Comparative Political Analysis to provide foundational theories and methodologies in political analysis
	
	Theories of Rights.  Essay 3000 words 75%, Essay 1000 words 15%, Participation 10%
% of total marks: 8.33%

Ethics in World Politics. Essay, 2,000 words, 50%; Article Review 25%, Participation/course engagement 25%. % of total marks: 8.33%

Comparative Political Analysis.  Essay, 2600 words, 65%; Online Test 35%.. % of total marks: 8.33%

	Political Science/Law pathway an advanced understanding of human rights law at international, European and domestic level
	→
	Human Rights Law – 100% written assessment

	Both pathways the changing nature of human rights discourse and the difficulties of implementation within international political practice.
	
	Human Rights in World Politics. Essay, 3,000 words, 75%; Blended Online/Real Life Presentation 25% % of total marks: 8.33%



	human rights as set of concepts, issues and practices that traverse the academic disciplines of international relations, political theory, international law, and other cognate fields such as international political economy.
	
	Minimum of 2 optional pathway-specific course units from any of the subject specific MA pathways: MA in International Relations, MA in Political Theory, MA in International Political Economy. Essay, 3,000 words, 75%; presentation 15%, PARTICIPATION, 10% (or variations thereof). 

% of total marks: 8.33% per unit.

	Both pathways  The principles of research design and strategy including the formulation of feasible and meaningful research questions relevant to human rights
	
	Dissertation Research Design. 2,500 word research proposal 65%, presentation 20%, participation 15%. 

% of total marks: 8.33% per unit.



	Both pathways  Research route only

The philosophical underpinnings of political and social science enquiry
	
	Philosophy of Politics Research Essay, 4000 words, 100%% of total marks: 8.33%



	Both pathways  Research route only

Techniques and principles of quantitative analysis tailor made to cater to ESRC Postgraduate Training Guidelines E4. 


	
	Introduction to Quantitative Methods. Essay, 3000 words 100%. 
% of total marks: 8.33%

	Both pathways  Research route only

Techniques and principles of qualitative analysis tailor made to cater to ESRC Guidelines E4.
	
	Qualitative Methods.  Short essay on the introductory block, plus three assignments relating to the practical exercises carried out for the three subsequent workshops.




	B. Intellectual Skills
Students will (please delete as appropriate) be able to:

	B1.


	Synthesise and analyse complex, inter-related issues bearing on human rights in a critical, coherent, systematic way.



	B2.


	Plan, conduct and report on self-directed research within a range of formats (short oral presentations, essays, examination and a dissertation).



	B3.


	Reflect critically on the relationship between the research context and one’s own role as researcher.



	Learning & Teaching Processes
	
	Assessment

	Supervised independent study, interactive seminar learning, essay preparation and execution, oral presentation and practical research design exercises.  All these methods relate to all the outcomes under B. 


	→
	Summative: seminar presentations, seminar participation assessment, essays, a dissertation and in some cases, examination.

Formative: self-evaluation, peer review in the seminar setting, formal and informal comment on oral presentations, participation and essays.


	C. Practical Skills
Students will (please delete as appropriate) be able to:

	C1.


	Manage library, bibliographic and on-line resources and build up an on-going bibliography for use as a professional research tool.

	C2.


	Manage basic computer skills

	C3.


	Clearly and effectively communicate research findings in oral and written form to specialist and non-specialist academic audiences and participate effectively within such contexts.



	Learning & Teaching Processes
	
	Assessment

	C1-3: Interactive seminars, presentation exercises, seminar participation, independent supervised learning, essay planning and writing, dissertation proposal preparation and execution, oral and written formative feedback on seminar performance, essay writing and dissertation preparation
	
	Dissertation Research Design, Ethics Workshop. Summative: The dissertation proposal is the key task which allows assessment of C1-3 as do essays and seminar presentations.  

Formative: self-evaluation, peer review in the seminar setting, formal and informal comment on oral presentations, participation and essays.

	C2: Computer based learning.
	→
	IT Skills course.  Note: The provision of this course is assessed but not awarded postgraduate credit as both undergraduate and postgraduate students across the European Union are required to have IT skills to the level of the ECDL (European Computer Driving Licence).


	D. Transferable Skills and Personal Qualities
Students will (please delete as appropriate) be able to:

	D1.


	Clearly communicate, in writing and orally, complex material in a systematic and context-sensitive way to academic and non-academic audiences.



	D2.


	Effectively manage and schedule complex research processes.



	D3.


	Find information and use information technology.



	D4.


	Develop an independent learning ability



	Learning & Teaching Processes
	
	Assessment

	Seminars, independent supervised learning, essay-writing, seminar presentations, dissertation proposal preparation and writing, practical research exercises, computer-based practical exercises.  All these relate to the skills C1-4.


	→
	Summative: The dissertation, essays, seminar presentations and participation all allow assessment of the 4 skills. 

Formative: self-evaluation, peer review in the seminar setting, formal and informal comment on oral presentations, participation and essays.


	Programme structure and credits
	Credits

	MA Human Rights
Compulsory

A1a) Political Science Pathway (Research)
Semester One:  Ethics in World Politics (15),
Semester Two:  Human Rights in World Politics (15), Theories of Rights (15)
A1b) Political Science Pathway (Standard) 

Semester One:  Ethics in World Politics (15), Comparative Political Analysis (15)

Semester Two:  Human Rights in World Politics (15),  Theories of Rights (15)
A2) Political Science/Law Pathway (Standard & Research)
Semester Two:  Human Rights Law (15)
Semester Two:  Human Rights in World Politics (15)

PLUS

b) Generic research skills (Standard & Research)

Semester Two:  Dissertation Research Design (15)

Summer: MA Dissertation (60)

PLUS 

c) Advanced Research Training(Research only)
Semester One: Philosophy of Politics Research (15) & Introduction to Quantitative Methods (15)

Semester One/Two: Qualitative Research Methods (3 x 5)

Options

Political Science Pathway (Standard)

Three, 15 credit, course units.

Optional pathway-specific course units:

At least two of the three course units must come from any of the following pathway-specific course lists*: 

· MA in International Relations

· MA in Political Theory

· MA in International Political Economy 

Optional course units:

Students, in consultation with the Programme Convenor and/or MA Tutor may choose the other one of their optional modules from other MA programmes within the School of Social Sciences.

Political Science/Law Pathway (Standard)

Five, 15 credit, course units.

Optional pathway-specific course units:

At least four of the five course units must come from any of the following pathway-specific course lists*: 

· MA in International Relations

· MA in Political Theory

· MA in International Political Economy 

Optional course units:

Students, in consultation with the Programme Convenor and/or MA Tutor may choose the other one of their optional modules from other MA programmes within the School of Social Sciences.
	TOTAL: 180


4. THE STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAMME(S)
	Political Science Pathway (Research)

One, 15 credit, course units.

Political Science/Law Pathway (Research)

Two, 15 credit, course units

Optional pathway-specific course units:

The units must come from any of the following pathway-specific course lists*: 

· MA in International Relations

· MA in Political Theory

· MA in International Political Economy 

In consultation with the Programme Convenor and/or MA Tutor students may choose their optional module from other MA programmes within the School of Social Sciences.
	


5. STUDENT INDUCTION, SUPPORT AND DEVELOPMENT (in order to deliver the intended learning outcomes, including dissertation support and guidance)

	Induction: All MA students participate in a series of orientation meetings during registration week with the graduate team as a whole and with individual programme directors. They are introduced to the MA regulations, our policy on plagiarism and advised where to seek advice on both academic and pastoral issues. The meetings with programme directors are intended to introduce students to the structure, aims and objectives of their chosen subject-specific pathway and assist students in planning a programme of study tailored to their chosen study outcomes. Students whose first language is not English also undergo language testing for the purposes of advising them on any language support they may need during their programme of study. All students are provided with a comprehensive written guides to Graduate provision at both discipline area and school level during registration.

Support and development: in addition to formal summative and formative assessment of their work as detailed elsewhere in this Programme Specification, students have access to course unit tutors, programme directors and the MA director (all of whom are required to display regular weekly office hours) throughout their programme. Should students wish to appeal any decisions they also can meet with the Director of Graduate Affairs. Dissertation support and guidance is provided primarily through our compulsory dissertation research design course, which provides summative and formative assessment throughout the research design process, including peer review. Additionally, all students are allocated a dissertation supervisor at the beginning of the second semester who assists throughout the design, research and writing-up phases of the dissertation process. Students in receipt of an ESRC 1+3 scholarship are additionally required to undergo a formal review process in July to assess their progress and suitability to proceed  to the ‘+3’ phase of the 1+3 programme.



6. CURRICULUM MAP OF COURSE UNITS AGAINST INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE PROGRAMME
	Course Unit Title and Code

(including dissertations and other programme components)
	Knowledge & Understanding
	Intellectual Skills
	Practical Skills
	Transferable Skills & Personal Qualities


	Code
	Course Unit title
	C/O
	A1
	A2
	A3
	A4
	B1
	B2
	B3
	C1
	C2
	C3
	D1
	D2
	D3
	D4

	POLI60301
	Comparative Political Analysis
	C
	DA
	DA
	DA
	
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	D

	POLI70722
	Theories of Rights
	C
	DA
	DA
	DA
	
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	D

	LAWS30092/POLI60992
	Human Rights Law
	C
	DA
	DA
	D
	
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	D

	POLI70451
	Ethics in World Politics
	C
	DA
	DA
	DA
	
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	D

	POLI70492
	Human Rights in World Politics
	C
	DA
	DA
	DA
	
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA

	POLI60312
	Dissertation Research Design
	C
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA

	POLI70771
	Philosophy of Social Science
	C
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA

	SOST70511
	Quantitative Methods
	C
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA

	
	Qualitative Methods
	C
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA

	
	Optional pathway-specific course unit I
	O
	D
	DA
	D
	
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	D

	
	Optional pathway-specific course unit II
	O
	D
	DA
	D
	
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	D

	
	Optional course unit
	O
	D
	D
	D
	
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	D

	
	Optional course unit
	O
	D
	D
	D
	
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	D


Legend for cells

	D = intended learning outcomes of the programme are taught or developed by students within this course unit
	C = compulsory course unit

	A = intended learning outcomes of the programme  are assessed within this course unit
	O = optional course unit


7. CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION
	Candidates must be able to satisfy the general admissions criteria of the University and of the School in at least one of the following ways:

	For MA in Human Rights (Standard and Research)
· Upper Second Class Honours (or equivalent) in any undergraduate degree programme.  If English is a second language then a minimum level of IELTS 7.0 or TOEFL 600 (250 computer based) is required.

Further details are on the Politics website or the School of Social Sciences website.




8. PROGRESSION AND ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS
	General single University assessment regulations to be inserted here.
Assessment Rules and Classifications

· Minimum pass mark for each course unit is 50%.

· 40-49% Pass at PG Diploma level

· 50-59% Pass at MA level

· 10-69% Pass at MA level with Merit

· 70% + Pass at MA level with Distinction

MA and Diploma compensation and resit arrangements: Examination Conventions.

Where students have failed to attain the 50% mark, they can benefit from compensation (but not resit) as explained below.

M.A *
1. Final Course Examinations in full-time M.A. with standard eight course unit structure.

A. Compensated Pass.  To pass the examination as a whole, the candidate must achieve:- a) passes in five of the eight course units; and b) a minimum of 35% in a course unit; and c) aggregrates as outlined on the School of Social Sciences student intrantet to compensate for the penalty points attracted by failed units.

B. Failure in up to 3 course units without compensation.  A candidate who fails one examination for up to 3 course units without compensation will be permitted to resit the outstanding examinations on one further occasion either in September (with the Department’s agreement) or in the following year.

C. Failures in 4/5 course units. A candidate who fails 4 or 5 course units will require the special permission of the Board to resit the entire examination normally the following June.  When such permission is granted, further resits are not permitted.

1. Award with Distinction

A distinction will normally be awarded if the student achieves an average grade of 70% or above. This judgement is also subject to the mark review procedure.

Classification Criteria

40–49% (40% = Pass at PG Certificate/Diploma level) Work should be at a postgraduate level although not reaching the level required for a Masters programme.  Such work should provide a competent discussion of relevant material, although this may be largely descriptive and lack critical/analytical dept.  Work should be well structured, well presented and demonstrate an awareness of relevant literature.

50-59% (50% = Pass at MA level) This represents the minimum performance required of students on a Masters programme.  Work should provide a competent discussion of relevant material and some evidence of critical/analytical thought.  It should be well structured, well presented, demonstrate an awareness of relevant literature and consistently evidence arguments/assertions by reference to relevant literature/research.

60–69% (Pass at MA level with Merit) Work that is competent and well presented, touching very good work at the top end of the range.  This work should be critical and comprehensive in its coverage and have a degree of depth and imagination in the presentation and consideration of the material, especially at the top end.

70–79% (Pass at MA level with Distinction) This is excellent work, showing evidence of comprehensiveness and focus, with critical depth and insight that befits work at graduate level. These grades mean that the student is producing work that fits within a distinction profile.

80%+ (Pass at MA level with Distinction) This is outstanding work in every respect constituting or approaching publishable work.



	Date of original production:
	July 2003

	Date of current version:
	May 2016

	Date of current version:
	December 2017


To add further columns, sit in A5, B5, C5, or D5. Select Insert from the Table menu, select Columns to the Right. To add more rows, before you’ve filled in the final row of the year, sit in the final row, select Insert from the Table menu, select Rows above. To delete a column, sit in the column you want to delete, select Delete from the Tables menu and select Columns. To delete a row sit in the row you want to delete, select Delete from the Tables menu and select Rows.
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