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THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

Postgraduate Programme Specification


1. GENERAL INFORMATION
	Award
	Programme Title
	Duration
	Mode of study

	MA
	Masters in Philosophy 
	12 months
	Full-time

	
	
	Or 24 months
	Part-time

	
	
	
	


	School
	School of Social Sciences

	Faculty
	Faculty of Humanities

	Awarding Institution
	The University of Manchester

	Programme Accreditation
	AHRC

	Relevant QAA benchmark(s)
	Philosophy


2. AIMS OF THE PROGRAMME(S) (must include separate aims for PG Certificate and PG Diploma awards)

The programme aims to:
	01.
	Provide an advanced, critical, and systematic understanding of issues in contemporary philosophy.

	02.
	Provide an understanding of the concepts, principles, and argumentation in analytic philosophy.

	03.
	Bring students towards the forefront of contemporary debates in philosophy in such areas as metaphysics, epistemology, aesthetics, ethics, the philosophy of mind, the philosophy of language, the history of philosophy and philosophical methodology.

	04.
	Provide research practice through a required dissertation linked to the programme and supervised by an active researcher. 

	05.
	Develop students’ skills to become life-long learners who have independence of thought, self-awareness and the ability to apply their existing knowledge within a variety of contexts.

	06.
	Enable students to communicate their acquired knowledge and research findings to specialist and non-specialist audiences.


3. INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE PROGRAMME(S) (must include separate outcomes for PG Certificate and PG Diploma awards)

	A. Knowledge & Understanding
Students should be able to:

	A1.
	Present and evaluate some of the methods and patterns of reasoning characteristic of analytic philosophy.

	A2.
	Display comprehensive understanding of certain central concepts in philosophy.

	A3.
	Evince knowledge of the analysis of central concepts in philosophy.



	Learning & Teaching Processes (to allow students to achieve intended learning outcomes)
	
	Assessment (of intended learning outcomes)

	Lecture/seminar sessions.
	
	Written essays for each course unit.

	Small group sessions in some course units discussing the development of the students’ own arguments.
	→
	Dissertation.

	Individual supervision for the dissertation.


	B. Intellectual Skills
Students should be able to:

	B1.
	Synthesise and analyse complex, inter-related issues bearing on philosophical questions in a critical, coherent, and systematic way.

	B2.
	Plan, conduct and report on self-directed research within a range of formats.

	B3.
	Formulate their own informed views about the topics studied, and to present these views in the range of formats available.

	B4.
	Reflect critically on the relationship between the research context and their own role as researchers.

	B5.
	Appropriately select and apply philosophical methods in attempting to solve philosophical problems.



	Learning & Teaching Processes
	
	Assessment

	Lecture/seminar sessions
	
	Essays

	Tutorial support, with opportunities for student discussion in small groups.
	→
	Dissertation

	Individual formative feedback.



	Individual supervision for the dissertation.


	C. Practical Skills
Students should be able to:

	C1.
	Produce an advanced piece of individual written research work, to an agreed deadline.

	C2.
	Quote appropriately from published texts, and apply one of the several recognised referencing systems in line with the demands of accepted good practice in academic and professional writing.



	Learning & Teaching Processes
	
	Assessment

	Feedback is provided during the semester which is useful for the completion of other assessed work.
	
	Essays produced according to precise requirements and deadlines.

	Tutorial support and formative feedback on presentations.
	→
	Dissertation.

	Individual supervision for the dissertation.


	D. Transferable Skills and Personal Qualities
Students should be able to:

	D1.
	Independently seek information via publications, databases and the Internet.

	D2.
	Present an argument in a cogent and sophisticated way.

	D3.
	Comment effectively in discussions of abstract issues.



	Learning & Teaching Processes
	
	Assessment

	Students are expected to research issues independently throughout the programme using publications, databases and the Internet.
	
	Essays

	Tutorial support
	→
	Dissertation

	Dissertation supervision


4. THE STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAMME(S)
	Programme structure and credits
	Credits

	Compulsory
PHIL60010 Research Skills Seminar
Students choose 4 modules from:

PHIL60081 Philosophy of Language
PHIL60371 Philosophy of Medicine

POLI60221 Ethics of Killing

POLI70611 Debating Justice

PHIL60062 Metaphysics
PHIL60282 Aesthetic Values
PHIL60072 Philosophy of Mind

POLI60182 Governing in an Unjust World

POLI70722 Theories of Rights
Dissertation
	30 credits

15 credits each
90 credits


	Alternative Format

Compulsory

PHIL60010 Research Skills Seminar

Students choose 6 modules from:

PHIL60081 Philosophy of Language

PHIL60371 Philosophy of Medicine

POLI60221 Ethics of Killing

POLI70611 Debating Justice

PHIL60062 Metaphysics
PHIL60282 Aesthetic Values
PHIL60072 Philosophy of Mind

POLI60182 Governing in an Unjust World

POLI70722 Theories of Rights
Dissertation

	30 credits

15 credits each

60 credits


5. STUDENT INDUCTION, SUPPORT AND DEVELOPMENT (in order to deliver the intended learning outcomes, including dissertation support and guidance)

	AI 
A. Induction
MA in Philosophy students enjoy an excellent relationship with their teachers from the beginning of the programme. Induction arrangements include a general welcome, study advice and introduction to library and IT resources and how to use them, advice on assessment, and information about student support services. A welcome party is held where students can get to know staff and PhD students on a personal basis. 
Programme Handbooks are given to all new students, with comprehensive information about all aspects of their degree programme. 

B. Student Support

The MA Programme Director is available during office hours and on appointment to see any student on the programme. 

Small Group Teaching in seminars means that students are supported in their academic work in an individual way. Students are expected and encouraged to participate in various group activities designed to enhance the learning process. Learning and teaching through seminars provide the opportunity for students to acquire a variety of oral and written communication skills. Seminars also provide an environment in which members of staff can identify students who may have academic problems. The student is then referred to the Programme Director.
A Student Representative for the MA Philosophy serves on the postgraduate student liaison committee, where he or she aids in the decision-making processes which affect student experience generally. 



6. CURRICULUM MAP OF COURSE UNITS AGAINST INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE PROGRAMME
	Course Unit Title and Code

(including dissertations and other programme components)
	Knowledge & Understanding
	Intellectual 
Skills
	Practical Skills
	Transferable Skills & Personal Qualities



1
	Code
	Course Unit title
	C/O
	A1
	A2
	A3
	B1
	B2
	B3
	B4
	B5
	C1
	C2
	D1
	D2
	D3

	PHIL60010
	Research Skills Seminar
	C
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	D

	PHIL60062
	Metaphysics
	O
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	D

	PHIL60072
	Philosophy of Mind
	O
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	D

	PHIL60081
	Philosophy of Language
	O
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	D

	PHIL60371
	Philosophy of Medicine
	O
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	D

	POLI60221
	Ethics of Killing
	O
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	D

	POLI70611
	Debating Justice
	O
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	D

	PHIL60282
	Aesthetic Values
	O
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	D

	POLI60182
	Governing in an Unjust World
	O
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	D

	POLI70722
	Theories of Rights
	O
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	D

	
	Dissertation
	C
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	DA
	DA
	D
	DA
	


Legend for cells

	D = intended learning outcomes of the programme are taught or developed by students within this course unit
	C = compulsory course unit

	A = intended learning outcomes of the programme  are assessed within this course unit
	O = optional course unit


7. CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION

	Candidates must be able to satisfy the general admissions criteria of the University and of the School in at least one of the following ways:

	· Have an Honours degree of at least an upper second class honours or equivalent, or

· Have appropriate professional qualifications, and 

· Have two acceptable references.


8. PROGRESSION AND ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS
	Assessment Rules and Classifications

· Minimum pass mark for each course unit 50%
· The current classification criteria are as follows:
      Distinction:  120 credits at 70% or more and, normally, no mark below 60%

      Merit:          120 credits at 60% or more (although 30 credits of course unit marks, at no lower than                   40%, may be compensated, see below)
             Pass:          All marks above 50% (although 30 credits of course unit marks, at no lower than 40%,  

                                may be compensated, see below) 

             PG Diploma pass after MA examinations:

· All marks above 40% (although 30 credits of the course unit marks at no lower than 30% may be compensated)
                                 (Note – 120 credits required for Diploma. There is no dissertation).

             PG Certificate pass after MA examinations

· All marks above 40% (although 15 credits of the course unit marks at no lower than 30% may be compensated)

          (Note – minimum of 60 credits required for Certificate. There is no dissertation).

Students taking the 90 credit dissertation will be awarded a PG Certificate if they fail or don’t submit the dissertation
Students taking the 60 credit dissertation will be awarded a PG Diploma if they fail or don’t submit the dissertation.

              Full details of assessment and compensation arrangements are in the Programme Handbook.


	


Classification criteria for each course unit

(As per Programme Handbook)

	80% + 
	This is outstanding work in every respect constituting or approaching publishable work.

	70 -79%
	This is excellent work, showing evidence of comprehensiveness and focus, with critical depth and insight that befits work at graduate level. These grades mean that the student is producing work that fits within a distinction profile. 

	60 -69% (Merit at MA level)
	Work that is competent and well presented, touching very good work at the top end of the range. This work should be critical and comprehensive in its coverage and have a degree of depth and imagination in the presentation and consideration of the material, especially at the top end.

	50 - 59% (50% = pass at MA level) 
	This represents the minimum performance required of a student on a Master’s programme. Work should provide a competent discussion of the relevant material and some evidence of critical or analytical thought. It should be well structured, well presented, demonstrate an awareness of relevant literature and consistently provide arguments ad evidence by reference to relevant literature or research.

	40- 49% (40% pass at PG certificate/diploma level)
	Work should be at a postgraduate level although not reaching the level required for a Master’s programme. Such work should provide a competent discussion of relevant material, although this may be largely descriptive and lack critical or analytical depth. Work should be well structured, well presented, and demonstrate an awareness of relevant literature.


	Date of original production:
	2004

	Date of current version:
	9 February 2016
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