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Stimulating the interface between 

universities and the private sector has 

been the core of  the Third Mission. 

Public policy almost perpetually seeks 

to promote the engagement of  

universities with businesses through 

programmes of  transfer and 

knowledge exchange. Whether through 

commercialisation or collaboration, a 

core aim of  the Third Mission has 

been to realise the ‘value’ of  

universities. This raises the question as 

to whether universities need to become 

more like businesses or whether they 

could have an alternative competitive 

advantage. This seminar will cover 

themes relating to academic 

entrepreneurship, commercial 

collaboration, and the policy 

programmes and initiatives that aim to 

facilitate universities interfacing with 

the economy. 
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